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STATES IN THE SOUTHEAST MOST SIMILAR TO
TENNESSEE
In the Southeastern United States, Kentucky, Alabama,
Arkansas, North Carolina, Georgia, and Virginia most
favor Tennessee in terms of agriculture production.

TENNESSEE’S BEEF PRODUCTION

Tennessee is home to more than 45,000 cattle
operations and 32 cattle auction markets, with an
average herd size of 35 head. As of 2024, the state's
cattle and calf inventory was estimated at 1.57 million
head, including 826,000 beef cows, 24,000 dairy cows.

(USDA, TDA, 2025)

FORAGES GROWN IN TENNESSEE

S --

Alfalfa

Ryegrass Teff Grass Indiangrass

Small Grains Red Clover Johnson Grass

Tall fescue and orchardgrass are the most commonly
grown forages in Tennessee, but a variety of other
species are also used and encouraged to support hay
production and pasture systems.

Additionally, Tennessee ranks 8th
in the U.S. for number of farms. This
accounts for 41 percent of the land
in Tennessee, with the average farm

around 155 acres. Tennessee's
agriculture sector has an estimated
annual impact of $81 billion on the
state’s economy and employs
roughly 342,000 people.
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Tennessee is recognized as one of the leading beef-
producing states in the nation, ranking 12" overall and
h
4™ in the Southeast as of 2024.  ¢pa 2025

HAY PRODUCTION

@MWMME "

Hay production is essential to maintaining forage
availability and stands as one of Tennessee’s most
valuable crops, worth an estimated $541.9 million
annually. In 2024, Tennessee harvested approximately
1.65 million acres of hay (including alfalfa), producing
about 3.64 million tons of hay.

(USDA, 2025)

Beef cattle are consistently among the top threeagricultural
commodities in Tennessee, accounting for 16.7 percent of all agricultural
cash receipts, a success supported by cool-season perennial forages
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